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Regional Environmental Center (REC) 
• An international organisation with a mission to assist 

different interest groups in addressing environmental issues 
and promote sustainable development in CEE and beyond 

 

• Legally based on a charter signed by 31 countries and the 
European Commission 

 

• Offices in 17 countries, approx. 160 staff members 

 

• 100% project-financed organisation 

• over 200 running projects in more than 25 countries 
with growing tendency 

• annual turnover 10-12 MEUR  

 

• Operations in: 

• EU member states (in CEE and EU28) 

• EU enlargement countries 

• Eastern partnership countries  

• beyond the REC regions 
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Milestones in 1989… 2015… 
• 1989 

• Budapest, 12 July: the historical speech of President Bush at the Karl 
Marx University 

• 1990 
• REC’s Foundation Charter is signed by Hungary, the EC, the USA and 

the Netherlands 
• 1993 

• Japan special Fund established 
• 1995 

• International status in Hungary 
• 2000 

• 10th Anniversary 
• 2001 

• Italian Trust Fund established 
• 2008 

• Opening of the zero-emission conference building 
• 2010 

• 20th Anniversary of the REC 
• 2011- 

• International Status signed by Albania, Bosnia Herzegovina, 
Hungary, Latvia, FYR Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Ukraine 

• 2015  
• 25th Anniversary of the REC 
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Board of Directors 
• Andrzej Kassenberg  

• President, Institute for Sustainable 
Development, Poland 

• Chairman of the Board of the REC 

• Gunilla Eitrem 

• Senior Advisor and Director, Greater 
Stockholm Area, Sweden 

• Ryo Fujikura 

• Professor, Hosei University, Japan 

• Maria Lodovica Gullino 

• Vice Rector, Universita degli Studi di 
Torino, Italy 

• Melinda Kimble 

• Senior Vice President, UN Foundation, US 

• Timo Makela 

• Director of International Affairs, DG 
Environment, European Commission 

• Hasan Z. Sarikaya 

• Undersecretary (retired), Ministry of 
Environment and Forestry, Turkey 

 

• Sinisa Stankovic 

• Deputy Minister, Ministry of Sustainable 
Development and Tourism, Montenegro 

• Istvan Teplan 

• Senior Advisor, Ministry of Rural 
Development, Hungary 

• Jari Vilen 

• Ambassador, Embassy of Finland, Warsaw 

 

Ex officio: 

• Dejan Novaković  

• State secretary  Ministry of Energy, 
Development and Environmental 
protection, Serbia 

• President of the General Assembly of the 
REC 

• Marta Szigeti Bonifert 

• Executive Director, REC 
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Main directions for work & topic areas 

• Following Rio+20 the REC has two main directions for work: 
• Governance for Sustainability 

• Green Economy 
 

 
• Key Topic Areas of the REC: 

• Climate Change and Clean Energy 

• Environmental Management  

• Environmental Financing 

• Health and Environment 

• Water Management 

• Law Development, Enforcement and 
Compliance 

• Local and Participatory Governance 

• Educational Tools 

• Sustainable Development Academy 
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Bridging 

Government 

Local 

Governments 
Business 

Citizens 

NGOs 

The REC 

Bridging – Across Borders 

Sustainability, 
Climate  
Change 

SEA 

Environmental  
Financing,  

LEAPs 
Awareness  

Raising, 
 Green Pack 

Improvement  
of energy  
efficiency 

Grants,  
training  

programmes 



www.rec.org 

Partnerships  

International Organisations: 

• European Environment Agency – 
cooperation with topic centers  

• World Health Organization  

• Asia Europe Foundation (ASEF) 

• International Commission for the 
Protection of the Danube (ICPDR) 

 

Businesses: 

• TOYOTA, Philips, GE, Coca-Cola Romania, 
British Gas, British Petroleum, Bosch, 
EMISOFT, AK Bank, TUSIAD, Mahindra, 
Tetra Pak  

 

Latest new partnerships: 

• EBRD Environmental Advisory Council 

• European Institute of Innovation and 
Technology (EIT) 

• USAID (Low Emission Development LEDS) 

• Regional Cooperation Council (RCC) 

• FAO 

• ILO 

• ENEL Foundation 

• DHI 

• Lombardi Foundation (FLA) 

• Climate Reality Project 

• Global Energy Prize 

 

 
 

• Environment and Security Initiative (ENVSEC)  
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Key examples:  
Global, regional and local actions 
• Global 

• UN Conference on Sustainable Development: Rio+20 

• UN Framework Convention on Climate Change  

• Clean Fuels and Vehicles Partnership 

• Regional 

• Support for the EU enlargement countries 

• Support for the EU presidencies 

• Support for the implementation of the Aarhus Convention 

• Environment and Security Initiative (ENVSEC) 

• Activities and projects at EU level (CIVITAS and ELTIS on sustainable urban mobility) 

• Health and Environment process (SEARCH and SINPHONIE on indoor and outdoor air 
quality in schools) 

• International Partnership for Expanding Waste Management Services of Local 
Authorities (IPLA) 

• Local 

• Approx. 200 local projects annually    
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Key Examples – Zero Emission Conference 

Center 
•The biggest SOLAR POWER plant in 
Hungary (close to 30 kW maximum 
capacity) 

 

•High efficiency envelope 
• minimise heat loss in winter, prevent 

heat gains in summer and maximise 
the exploitation of natural lighting 

•Lighting system 
• a „light shelf” diffuses natural light 

throughout the interior 

•Photovoltaic 
• The PV system generates close to 30 

kilowatt hours  

•Heating ventilating and air-conditioning 
• Ground source heat pumps  

•Architecture 
• Energy systems and architecture have 

been designed in a modern and 
integrated approach 
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TOP 12 REC projects  
Strengthening Local Environmental 

Planning and Environmental Civil Society 

in Belarus and Moldova during 2012-014 

Donor Group
Donor/Client  

Organisation
Project Name Topic Area Budget (EUR)

Norway, Iceland, 

Lichtenstein
EEA & No Grants FMO Grants - Adaptation to Climate Change Climate Change 7,010,000

Sweden SIDA STREAM / SECTOR in Moldova and Belarus LOG/PAG 5,153,396

European Comission
EC DG Health and 

Consumer Protection 

SINPHONIE- Complex research on Health, Environment-Transport and Climate 

change (HETC) - Improvement of in and outdoor air quality 
Health and Environment 3,833,050

European Comission
EC DG Energy and 

Transport

CIVITAS VANGUARD - Advancing Sustainable Urban Transport in an Enlarged 

Europe through CIVITAS
Green Transport 3,549,289

Sweden SIDA 
WATER POrT - Water Resources Management Good Practices and Knowledge 

Transfer in the MENA Region
Water Management and LOG 3,000,000

Sweden SIDA SENSE program - Supporting environmental civil society organizations in Serbia Participatory Governance 2,300,000

Sweden SIDA SENiOR-A: Environmental CSO Support in Albania Participatory Governance 1,749,400

Sweden SIDA Local Environmental Action Planning for Sustainability in Kosovo/a (LEAP) Local Governance 1,542,444

European Comission
CFCU / Ministry of 

Finance / Turkey 
Strengthening Institutional Capacity for Environmental Management in Turkey Environmental Management 1,000,000

Austria, Sweden, EC OSCE ENVSEC programmes in SEE and Eastern Europe
Law Development, Enforcement 

and Compliance
1,000,000

Other organisation
Rockefeller Brothers 

Fund

Education for Sustainable Development in the Western Balkans: Turning 

Education into Action for a Sustainable Future
Educational Tools 900,000

Austria
Austrian Development 

Agency 

Promoting regional cooperation in SEE via networking within the authorities 

responsible for the envrionment and justice sectors (THEMIS)

Law Development, Enforcement 

and Compliance
700,000

Italy IMELS ITF 2014 Activities (SDA, CEO FORUM, SEARCH, ...) SDA, E&H 762,000

European Comission Politecnico di Torino Europe-China Clean Energy Centre (EC2) Climate Change 696,591

European Comission
CENTRAL EUROPE 

Programme 
LIFE Kampinos Wetlands PL Biodiversity 649,593

US US EPA CRESSIDA
Sustainable Development 

Academy
380,789
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 The 'Adaptation to climate change' 

programme Hungary in a summary 
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Thanks for your attention 


